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How is to give one’s shop on rent to someone who sells alcohol or pork?

AKJ\ d)u)ujcem‘}b)u\}dﬁw\
QUESTION:

What do the scholars of the Din and muftis of the Sacred Law state regarding
the following issue: We live in the U.K. and here it is sometimes the case that
our Muslim brothers rent out their shops and alcohol is sold in these stores. |
wanted to ask how is it to take this rent. It’s not haram, is it? Also, if the person
renting out knows that such and such a person is definitely going to be selling
alcohol in my store, as this kind of thing is usually stated in the contract, then
how is it in this case to accept this rent while one has knowingly given this store
to someone who sells alcohol. Also, can one rent out their house to a Jew?

Questioner: Bakr from U.K.

ANSWER:
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The goal for the store owner is the actual rent, thus it is permissible for the store owner
to give the store on rent, even if the one renting sells alcohol or pork; this is his own
action, and he himself is responsible for this action, but it is totally halal for the store
owner to accept this rent. Likewise, when the store owner knows for a fact that the
tenant will be selling alcohol or pork, his purpose is still the rent, thus it is halal for him
to accept it. However, he should be mindful as to not have the intention that | am giving
the store to sell alcohol or pork, rather to actually give it for the purpose of the rent. If
the incorrect intention is in mind, that one is giving the store on rent to sell alcohol or
pork, then this person will be sinful with such an intention. However, it cannot be
comprehended from a Muslim that they would have such an intention and harm their
own selves in this manner, just for the sake of it.

Similarly, it is permissible to give one’s store on rent to a Zoroastrian, Christian or Jew,
even if they make a place of worship there, or alcohol is sold, etc because this rent is
in exchange of being able to make use of i.e. benefit from the property, and this is
absolutely halal; this will not be regarded as aiding a sin, just as it is stated in al-
Hidayah,
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“There is no problem in renting out a house for a fire temple, church or liquor shop to
be set up in it, as the rent obtained is in lieu of the use of the house. Thus, the payment



of rent is obligated once the house is handed over (to the tenant), and there is no sin
in this. The sin is the action of the tenant for which he himself is responsible.”

[al-Hidayah, vol. 4, pg. 470]

In a similar manner, while responding to a question regarding whether it is correct or
not for a Muslim to give his store on rent to sell alcohol/for a liquor business, Sayyidt
Ala Hazrat Imam Ahmad Rida Khan, upon whom be endless mercies, states in the
answer that the purpose of a Muslim giving a property on rent is the actual rent, and
actions are upon intention. How can such a person give it with the intention that there
be the selling of alcohol or pork; thus, in the above case, the rent is halal for such a
person, and thus may consume this money; there is no problem in this. Yes, he who
includes a haram intention, he himself will be sinful (but the rent itself will not become
haram). In summary, the wage itself is not haram if not in exchange for sinful activity;
this is the actual meaning of the HanafT quote,
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“The wage will be pure, even if the cause is haram, just as it mentioned in al-Ashbah,
etc. Keep this in mind; this is dearly precious knowledge in just half a line.”

dlos ATy e il La alel A gun 5 ole) Mot il
L;JJG;«L}UAM\EWM\_H\@KS

Answered by Mufti Qasim Zia al-Qadri
Translated by Haider Ali



