Dar al-Ifta Ahl al-Sunnah (Da’wat e Islami)

PRAYING WITH ROLLED UP SLEEVES

QUESTION:

What do the noble ulama say about this that during the winter season
jumpers are worn over clothing and after performing wudu we pull down
the sleeves of our jumpers but the sleeves of our shirts sometimes remain
folded. Is it necessary to straighten these too and in the scenario that they
are not unfolded will the prayer be Makrih Tahrimi (prohibitively
disliked)?

ANSWER:
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Praying with the clothing folded i.e. rolled up, has been forbidden in the sacred
hadith and any prayer delivered in such a state will be makrah tahrimt
(prohibitively disliked) and wajib al-'adah (necessary in repetition). Moreover,
in the sacred hadith folding the clothing has been prohibited unrestrictedly, be
it the outer or inner clothing. Thus, in order for the prayer to be delivered without
dislike it will be necessary to unfold the sleeves of the inner shirt alongside the
sleeves of the jumper. If in the scenario asked about the sleeve of the inner
shirt, below the jumper, is folded above half the forearm and prayer was offered
in that state then it will be makrth tahrimt and necessarily repeatable.

It is mentioned in the sacred hadith:

The Prophet # said:

‘I have been ordered to prostrate on seven bones, upon the forehead”, and he
# indicated with his hand to his nose, “the two hands, the two knees and the
edges of the two feet and that we do not gather up the clothing nor the hair.”

[Sahth al-BukharT, hadith 812]

In ‘Mirgat al-Mafatih’, Mulla ‘AlT al-QarT (May Allah shower him with mercy)
under the final wording of this hadith mentions:

“From the gathering up of the clothing and the hair is tying the hair and folding
the clothes.”

[Mirgat al-Mafatth Volume 2 page 561]
It is mentioned in ‘al-Bahr al-Ra’iq’:

‘Folding up the sleeves also enters into the meaning of gathering up the
clothing.”



[al-Bahr al-R&’iqg Volume 2 page 42]
It is also mentioned in ‘Halbat al-MujallT’:

“To fold the sleeves to what is above half the forearm should also be makridh
because folding the clothes is also rightly applicable to this.”

[Halbat al-Muijalli, Volume 2 page 287]

Sayyidi A’la Hazrat al-lmam Ahmad Rida Khan (May Allah shower him with
mercy) states:

“Itis found in all the reference texts of the Madhab: “folding of one’s clothing is
makrih”. Thus, it is necessary that a person unfold and lower his sleeves and
then enter into prayer, even if it means losing a rak’at with the Imam. If someone
prayed with his sleeves folded then the prayer should be repeated as is the
ruling upon every prayer delivered with dislike.”

[al-Fatawa al-Ridwiyyah Jild 7 pages 310, 311]

Sadr al-SharTah Badr al-Tarigah ‘Allamah Mawlana Muftt Amjad ‘AlT al-A’zhamt
(May Allah shower him with mercy) states:

“Praying with the sleeves folded up over half the forearm or having gathered up
the lower end of the upper garment, is also Makrah Tahrim1, whether this was
folded up before the prayer commenced or during the prayer.”

[Bahar e Sharrat Volume 1 page 624]
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Muftt Aba al-Hasan Fudayl Rida al-‘Attart
20th Dhu al-Hijjah al-Haram 1439 AH (1t September 2018)
Translated by Ustadh Ibrar Shafr
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