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ABANDONING THE TARAWIH PRAYER
QUESTION:

What do the scholars and muftis of the noble Shari’ah say regarding the
following matter; does leaving the Tarawih prayer make someone a sinner?
Kindly explain with proofs.

Questioner: Abdullah, England

ANSWER:
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Tarawih prayer is a sunnah muakkadah [emphasised sunnah]. Hence, leaving it habitually is a
sin.

It is stated in al-Durr al-mukhtar:

Bl Ll JUs3U( el s\ALN &ib15a) B854) &l gl

s gl 52 G93a)l 3b3 bk LIigh § A

Translation: “The Tarawih prayer, by consensus, is sunnah muakkadah for both men and
women, because the Rightly Guided Caliphs practised it perpetually. This has been
authenticated by al-Hidaya and others, and the same has been narrated from Imam Abu Hanifah
(may Allah # have mercy upon him).”

[al-Durr al-mukhtar, vol. 2, pg. 43]

It is mentioned in Bahar-e Shari’at: “Leaving sunnah muakkadah is asa’at [bad] and acting on it is
rewardful. Leaving it rarely is blameworthy and if habitually left, is a sin.”

[Bahar-e Shari'at, vol. 1, pg. 283]

It is mentioned elsewhere: “Tarawih, by consensus, is sunnah muakkadah for both men and
women. Leaving it is not permissible.”

[Ibid, vol. 1, pg. 688]
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Answered by Mufti Qasim Zia al-Qadri

Translated by the SeekersPath Team



