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Are orphans and widows eligible for Zakah?

4\13\ d}&)ulcem‘jgjlaas\}aﬁ)w\
QUESTION:

What do the scholars of the Din and muftis of the Sacred Law state regarding
the following issue: Are orphans and widows eligible for Zakah - can it be
given to them?

Questioner: Zahidah from England

ANSWER:
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If the relevant orphan or widow is poor as defined by Sharr'ah, then they are eligible
for Zakah, because anyone who is poor as per Sharrah is eligible for Zakah, and
a poor person in the eyes of SharT’ah is any such person who does not possess
wealth equaling to the threshold i.e. 52.5 Tolas (~612.35 g) of silver or its monetary
value, excluding any debt and basic needs, nor does such person possess
anything, excluding their basic needs, which equals the aforementioned threshold.
For example, an extra house other than the one such person is living in, or any
land which is not being used for one’s own personal need.

Just as it is stated in Tanwir al-Absar ma’ Durr Mukhtar,
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“A poor person [as defined by SharT'ah] is he who has a minor amount of wealth
i.e. less than the threshold, or equal to the threshold but [such wealth] does not
have the potential or capability to increase - which is excluding one’s basic needs
i.e. that which is used for one’s basic needs.”

[Tanwir al-Absar ma’ Durr Mukhtar, vol 2, pg 339]

People are usually inclined towards giving Zakah to widows, although they do not
check whether the relevant widow is poor or not according to Sharrah, because
sometimes a widow owns a certain amount of gold - from which if there is even
one Tola [~11.66 g] above her basic needs, then such a widow will be regarded as
well off, because nowadays 1 Tola of gold is worth more than 52.5 Tolas [~613.35
g] of silver. Thus, in such case, offering her Zakah will not deem it fulfilled, because



this widow is well off, and only a poor person as defined by SharT'ah is eligible for
Zakah.

Hence, it is stated in the Holy Qur'an by Allah Almighty,
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{Zakah is only for those people who are poor and the strictly needy}

[Sarah al-Tawbah, 60]

Furthermore, it is stated in Bahar-e-Sharrat - referencing Radd al-Muhtar -
threshold here refers to the value of those items that should be equal to two
hundred dirhams (i.e. the current standard threshold), even though by itself it may
not be so much that Zakah is wajib on it. For example, if six Tolas of gold is equal
to the value of two hundred dirhams, then the one who has this, even though Zakah
is not wajib upon him, because the threshold of gold is seven and a half Tolas, but
that person cannot be given Zakah. Alternatively, in the case where a person has
thirty goats or twenty cows, which add up to the value of two hundred dirhams,
then such person cannot be given Zakah, even though Zakah is not wajib on him.
Also, if he has more goods than his need, which are also not for trade purpose, but
they are equal to two hundred dirhams (i.e. threshold amount), then he also cannot
be given Zakah.

[Bahar-e-SharTat, vol 1, part 5, pg 929]

s ATy e il L alel Al gun 5 ole) Mot il

Answered by Mufti Qasim Zia al-Qadri
Translated by Haider Ali



