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Proofs & Hadiths for moon sighting and a reply to Ghamidr

4\13\ d_}w)ujneM\ng\jcﬁbw\
QUESTION:

What do the scholars of the Din and muftis of the Sacred Law state regarding
the following issue: Can we find out regarding the announcement for
Ramadan & ‘Eid from an observatory. Are the Hadiths relating to moon
sighting Sahih [authentic] or Da’if [weak]. Also, people like Ghamidi say that
one should rely on astronomical observations because moon sighting has
nothing to do with the religion, and that they would tell us regarding the
sighting of the moon. Thus, can we keep fasts & celebrate ‘Eid on the basis
of their knowledge. There are also some Sunnt personalities who say that
the Hadith refers to sighting - coming to know of - in terms of knowledge,
because sighting is from the Af’al al-Qullb?, so is this the case?

Questioner: Mawlana Abdul Qadeer from England

ANSWER:

e el )
il sialls 55 ) el 20 O 5l S ¢ gay o sal

The moon for the announcement of Ramadan & ‘Eid is to be sighted physically with the
eyes; to merely rely & suffice on the observatory and not sight the moon physically on the
29th of Sha’ban before Ramadan and the 29th of Ramadan before ‘Eid goes against
Shari’ah. There are many proofs regarding this - first we will read the Qur’an as to see
what the Lord Almighty states,

(s ol e oo ST o iy

{They ask you (O Beloved), regarding the new moon; say you, ‘They are indicators of time
for the people (to perform their worldly and religious tasks) and for Hajj.”}

[Strah al-Bagarah, 189]

Ahillah is the plural of Hilal, and Hilal is known as the act of physically sighting the first
night [i.e. start] of the new moon, and the Lord Almighty has stated that this moon which
is sighted physically with the eyes is indeed an indicator of time (to perform worldly and
religious tasks) and for Hajj. Also, the moon which is not possible to be sighted after a new
moon is known as Mahag! [moonless i.e. without moonlight - during a new moon], and
not Hilal. Thus, one comes to know that it is Hilal which is actually evidence for us

! Particular verbs in the Arabic language which refer to actions that relate to feelings.



regarding Ramadan & ‘Eid, and Hilal is known as that [new] moon which can be physically
seen with the eyes.

Hadiths

There are several Hadiths regarding commencing Ramadan & celebrating ‘Eid having
sighted the moon physically with the eyes, which are absolutely Sahth [authentic], and they
have been narrated via numerous chains.

Just as the Noble Prophet £ has stated,
"o Gla 3ie 1 51adil aile 8 I A ) g 3habl 5 AT ) 5 gl

“Start fasting on seeing the crescent (of Ramadan), and stop fasting on seeing the crescent
(of Shawwal), and if the sky is overcast (and you cannot see it), complete thirty days of
Sha'ban.”

[Sahth al-Bukhari, Hadith no 1909]
In addition, the Noble Messenger * has also stated,
"t A1) 950800 a8ile (pab ] (B eyl 1 gDl 5 AT 33 155 lll

“So fast when you see it, and stop your fast when you see it, and if the weather is cloudy,
count it (i.e. the months of Sha'ban and Shawwal) as thirty days.”

[Sahth Muslim, Hadith no 1080]

This Hadith has been mentioned in two other places in Sahih Muslim with a different chain
of narration.

Clarification

1 - Itis clear from these Hadiths that it is essential that the moon be sighted with the eyes,
not merely coming to know of it from the observatory alone, because the words “i1 &)
&k have been mentioned in Hadith, that if the moon is not clear [due to it being cloudy],
then complete the number of fasts. It is stating that what is meant here is indeed sighting
the moon with the eyes, because clouds become a barrier for the eyes in not seeing i.e. they
are a barrier in sighting the moon physically with the eyes, not in sighting - coming to know
of - on the basis of data. Thus, these Hadiths refer to physically seeing with the eyes, not
[coming to know merely] on the basis of data.

2 - The literal meaning of sighting is to physically see with the eyes, and a metaphorical
meaning may be sighting - coming to know of - on the basis of knowledge. It is an accepted
rule among Usil al-Figh [the Principles of Islamic Jurisprudence] that as long as it is
possible to act upon the literal meaning, one will not go towards the metaphorical meaning



- and this rule is present in the books of Usiil from Ustl al-Shashi all the way up to Tawdih
Talwih, just as it is stated in Usiil al-Shahf itself,

Mg b AiCan ABERT ¢85 o1 o5 el ) il oic 3

“According to Imam A’zham [Abi Hanifah], if it is not possible to act upon Haqiqgah [the
literal meaning], then one will go towards Majaz [the metaphorical meaning].”

[Usil al-Shashi, pg 52]

O Ghamidi! Other than Saudi Riyals, what else can there be possibly stopping you from
acting upon the true meanings of the Hadiths! We ask Allah to keep us safe.

3 - The word present in the Hadith of the Noble Prophet ¥ is of command, and it is an
accepted principle of Figh [Islamic Jurisprudence] that command proves something being
W3jib so long as there is no indication to mean anything otherwise. Whereas, there is an
indication towards physical sighting with the eyes in the aforementioned Hadith, not
sighting - coming to know of - on the basis of knowledge, just as we have explained.

4 - Moreover, it is a huge mistake to take the meaning of knowledge, having mentioned the
aforementioned word “seeing/sight” from the Hadith, because when the verb “to sight” has
one object, then it is not from the Af’al al-Quliib, because these verbs are such when they
actually have two objects i.e. these actions have two objects which are in relation to them.
Here there is only one object for the verb seeing, thus this is indeed in the meaning of
physical sighting, just as it stated in Hashiyah Mi’ah ‘Awamil, and the irony is that this is
the very example that has been given - I3 &5l 5 (I saw the moon).

The books which the aforementioned Hadiths are mentioned in, other than BukharT &
Muslim, are given below:

1 - Sunan al-Tirmidhi, Hadith no 684 & Hadith no 688.

2 - Sunan Nasa’1, Hadith no 2116 - this very Hadith is mentioned in six other places in this
book with different chains of narration;

o Hadith no 2117.
e Hadith no 2118.
e Hadith no 2124.
o Hadith no 2129.
e Hadith no 2130.
o Hadith no 2189.

3 - Sunan Ibn Majah, Hadith no 1654.

4 - This Hadith is mentioned in Sunan Abi Dawd in four places with different chains of
narration.



5 - Musnad Imam Shafi’1, vol 1, pg 187.
6 - Musnad Abi Ja’d, vol 1, pg 174.
7 - Musnad Abi1 Shaybah, Hadith no 960.

8 - Musannaf Ab1 Shaybah, Hadith no 9019 - this very Hadith is mentioned in two other
places this book with different chains of narration.

9 - Musannaf ‘Abd al-Razzaq, vol 4, pg 156, Hadith no 7306.
10 - Musnad Is’haq, Hadith no 54.

11 - Musnad Imam Ahmad Ibn Hanbal, Hadith no 1985 - this very Hadith has been
mentioned in 15 other places in this same book with different chains of narration.

12 - Musnad Harith, Hadith no 316 & 317.

13 - Musnad Bazzar, Hadith no 3646 - this very Hadith has been mentioned in three other
places in this book.

14 - Musnad Abi Ya’la Mawsili, Hadith no 2355.
15 - Mu’jam Abit Ya’la Mawsili, Hadith no 32.
16 - Sahth Ibn Khuzaymah, Hadith no 1912.

17 - This very Hadith has been mentioned in Sahih Ibn Hibban in six places with different
chains of narration.

18 - This Hadith has been mentioned in al-Sunan al-Kubra li al-Nasa’1 in six places.

19 - This Hadith has been mentioned in al-Sunan al-Kubra li al-Bayhaqi in eight places.
20 - This very Hadith has been mentioned in al-Sunan al-Saghir in two places.

21 - This is mentioned twice in Sharh Mushkil al-Athar.

22 - Sharh Ma’ani al-Athar, Hadith no 3195.

23 - This very Hadith is mentioned in al-Mu’jam al-Awsat in seven places.

24 - This very Hadith is mentioned in al-Mu’jam al-Kabir in six places.

25 - al-Mu’jam al-Saghir, Hadith no 161.



26 - This Hadith is mentioned in Sunan Daraqutni in six places.

27 - al-Muntaqa, Hadith no 376.

28 - Sunan Darimi, Hadith no 1725 & 1727.

29 - Sunan Ma’thiirah li al-Shafi’1, Hadith no 346.

30 - This very Hadith is mentioned in al-Ahadith al-Mukhtarah in five places.
31 - This very Hadith is mentioned in Mu’jam Ibn ‘Asakir in two places.

32 - Ahadith Isma’1l Ibn Ja’far, Hadith no 148.

Furthermore, the Master to mankind # has stated,
M35 A 1 g ki ¥ () 1555 A ) ga gl Y
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“Do not fast unless you see the crescent (of Ramadan), and do not stop fasting until you
see the crescent (of Shawwal).”

[Sahth al-Bukhari, Hadith no 1906]

This Hadith has been mentioned in two places in Bukhart and three places in Sahth Muslim
with different chains of narration.

Explanation
Unlawfulness - something being Haram - is proven from prohibition. This means that to
announce the commencement of Ramadan without having physically seen the moon is

against the Shart’ah, and the matter of ‘Eid is like so also.

The books which the aforementioned Hadiths are mentioned in, other than Bukhart &
Muslim, are given below:

1 - Sunan Ab1 Dawiud, Hadith no 2320 & 2327 i.e. in two places.
2 - Sunan Nasa’1, Hadith no 2121 & 2122 i.e. in two places.
3 - This Hadith has been mentioned in Muwatta’ Imam Malik six times.

4 - Two places in Musnad Imam Shafi’1, vol 1, pg 187.



5 - This very Hadith is mentioned twice in Musannaf Abi Shaybah with different chains of
narration.

6 - Musannaf ‘Abd al-Razzaq, vol 4, pg 156, Hadith no 7748.

7 - This very Hadith is mentioned in Musnad Imam Ahmad Ibn Hanbal five times with
different chains of narration.

8 - This very Hadith is mentioned twice in Musnad Bazzar.
9 - This very Hadith is mentioned five times in Sharh Mushkil al-Athar.
10 - This very Hadith is mentioned twice in Sahth Ibn Khuzaymabh.

11 - This very Hadith is mentioned in Sahih Ibn Hibban six times with different chains of
narration.

12 - This Hadith is mentioned eight times in al-Sunan al-Kubra.
13 - This Hadith is mentioned twice in Sunan Daraqutni.
14 - It is mentioned in al-Ahadith al-Mukhtarah.

15 - Ahadtth Isma’il Ibn Ja’far, Hadith no 5.

Statements of the Jurists

Sighting the moon refers to ocular vision (i.e. seeing with the eyes) and not sighting -
coming to know of - from knowledge via data/information, in the sense that an
announcement be made regarding Ramadan or ‘Eids in accordance to the calculations,
estimations & methods of the observatory. If an announcement was made regarding
Ramadan or ‘Eid in line with [only] the calculations & methods of the observatory, then
this is contradictory to Shari’ah. There is a consensus among the four Imams, and the books
of Hanaft Jurists are indeed totally exhaustive of this.

Just as it is stated in Durar al-Hukkam,

Glaal () b CaSIAT A g A8 () 08 o Alsiall gl 3Ry Cang Vg Ouipal) I3k O &5 Y
138 8 Gaadial) 435‘;:. aie ¥ 45) L WA R M| m‘_,.n

[Durar al-Hukkam, vol 1, pg 200]

Likewise, it is stated in al-Binayah sharh al-Hidayah that,
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[al-Binayah sharh al-Hidayah, vol 4, pg 17]
In addition, it is stated in al-Bahr al-Ra’iq,
£ oAl CallA X6 agh3h ) b da i 108 (g ol LS LB 08 Gaadiall g8y 305 ¥ AT
[al-Bahr al-Ra’iq, vol 2, pg 284]
Similarly, it is stated in Maraq al-Falah,
MR A Cpeaiall 8 e dlaie | Y sl a8l 5 ol V) ddgia ol sl sal
[Maraq al-Falah, vol 1, pg 242]
Furthermore, it is stated in Hashiyah Tahtawr,
"M A iy W Craniall sk 3 e Y asl!
[Hashiyah Tahtawt, vol 1, pg 646]
Additionally, ‘Allamah Ibn ‘Abidin al-Shamf states in Radd al-Mubhtar that,
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[Radd al-Muhtar, vol 2, pg 392]
Ala Hazrat Imam Ahmad Rida Khan mentions that the Noble Prophet % stated that,
"ol Ol 330 ) sl aSle (el (U Al el g Ayl g e
”Start fasting on seeing the crescent (of Ramadan), and stop fasting on seeing the crescent
(of Shawwal), and if the sky is overcast (and you cannot see it), complete thirty days of

Sha'ban.”

Thus, it is this which is Fard for us to act upon. As for the method of counting, the Holy
Prophet # himself left calculating and clearly stated,
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“We are a nation untaught [by man]; neither [reliant upon] taking note, nor [reliant upon]
calculating.” He # held up all the fingers of both blessed hands thrice and stated, “The
month is like such and such.” i.e. 30. The second time, he # joined the thumb and stated
1.e. 29, “and a month is like so and so”.



[Sahth al-Bukhari, Hadith no 1913]
We - with the praise & grace of Allah Almighty - are the untaught nation of the Noble
Prophet 8, what business is it of ours to calculate, until sighing is not established, neither
will we consider anyone’s calculations, nor any written form, nor indications considered,
nor approximate.
Ala Hazrat further states that,
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“In fact, it is stated in al-Mi’raj that their opinion is unanimously not credible.”

[Fatawa Ridawiyyah, vol 10, pg 463]

The opinions from the books of the other Imams

It is stated in the renowned Maliki Figh book Figh al-‘Ibadat,
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[Figh al-‘Ibadat ‘ala Madhab al-Maliki, vol 1, pg 305]

It is stated in another book of Maliki Figh Jami’ al-Ummabhat,
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[Jami’ al-Ummahat, vol 1, pg 170]

It is stated in a third book of theirs; al-Qawanin al-Fighiyyah,
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[al-Qawanin al-Fighiyyah, vol 1, pg 79]
It is stated in a fourth book of theirs; al-Taj wa al-IkIil,
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[al-Taj wa al-Iklil, vol 3, pg 289]

It is stated in a fifth book of theirs; Mawahib al-Jalil,
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[Mawahib al-Jalil {1 sharh al-Khalil, vol 2, pg 386]
It is stated in a sixth book of theirs; al-Fawakih al-Dawani,
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[al-Fawakih al-Dawani, vol 1, pg 301]
It is stated in the Hanbali Figh book Figh al-‘Ibadat,
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[Figh al-‘Ibadat ‘ala Madhab al-Hanbali, vol 1, pg 394]
Last of all, the reference of Shafi’1 Figh has been mentioned within the Hanafi books.
Involvement of the Ummah
A great proof, excluding all of these proofs, is the fact that all the way from the blessed era
of the Noble Prophet * all the way until now, Ramadan and ‘Eid have been announced by
the sole sighting of the moon. The Holy Prophet ¥ himself announced the sighting of the
moon by physical sighting; there are several Hadiths which show this. If this matter had
any regard from the perspective of a data-based sighting, then who is there who knows
more than the Noble Prophet # regarding the presence of the moon.
One comes to know from all of these proofs that Ramadan and ‘Eid cannot be announced
without having physically sighted the moon, and whoever has done so according to
calculations is a perpetrator of violating Shar1’ah.
I This is the first night according to observatories, however it cannot be sighted with the

eyes due to it being so dark, cloudy, etc. Hence it is not the ‘new moon’ which has been
referred to in the Holy Qur’an.
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Answered by Mufti Qasim Ziya al-Qadirt
Translated by Haider Ali



