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How is it for a male to wear watches made from metals other than gold & silver?
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QUESTION:

What do the scholars of the Din and muftis of the Sacred Law state regarding
the following issue: How is it for males to wear metal watches, and is it
permissible for them to wear expensive platinum or palladium! metal
watches?

Questioner: Nifaz from London, England

ANSWER:
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It is permissible for men to wear metal watches, because a watch is worn for the
purpose of telling the time, not for the purpose of adornment. However, this is a
differed upon matter, thus precaution is in one wearing a watch which has a leather
or plastic/rubber strap. One should avoid wearing expensive metal watches such
as those of platinum, etc. (which are in fact more expensive than gold), because
these metal watches are usually only worn to show off. If one actually has the
intention of being boastful & arrogant, then the wearing of such watches is Haram,
because even permissible matters become impermissible due to boastfulness &
arrogance.

Just as ‘Allamah Ibn ‘Abidin Shami, upon whom be mercy, states in Radd al-
Muhtar,
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“Any action which is done out of arrogance is Makrth Tahrimt (severely disliked in
SharTah), and if it is due to a certain need or requirement, then it is not Makrah;
this is the chosen stance.”

[Radd al-Muhtar, vol 6, pg pg 354]

Furthermore, he writes in another place with regards to leaning whilst eating, that
there is no problem in this, but,
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“This is only when it is not done out of arrogance, otherwise (if it is out of arrogance,
then) it is Haram.”

L A rare silvery-white metal resembling platinum.



However, if there is no intention of arrogance; rather, this metal watch is worn for
some other purpose, e.g. the fact that metal doesn’t damage as quick, etc. then
there is no problem in this, just as this has been mentioned.
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Answered by Mufti Qasim Zia al-Qadri
Translated by Haider Ali



