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How is it to give to Zakah to non-Muslims?

AKJ\ d)u)‘sjceM‘}bM‘j‘mw\
QUESTION:

What do the scholars of the Din and muftis of the Sacred Law state regarding
the following issue: Did the Messenger of Allah ever # give Zakah to any non-
Muslims. Can one give Zakah to a non-Muslim to bring them towards Islam, and
can a non-Muslim ever be eligible for Zakah?

Questioner: Adam from England

ANSWER:
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When Islam was lesser in number, the Noble Prophet £ would give Zakah to some
non-Muslims, so that it would create affection towards Islam in their hearts. However,
later on when Allah Almighty caused Islam to become more in number, then [the ruling
for] this share - the mu’allafah qultb [those in whose hearts is affection] - was dropped,
and there is Ijma’ [consensus] among the whole Ummah upon this being rendered null
& void - and consensus is similar to textual evidence [Quran & Hadith], thus Zakah will
no longer be given to non-Muslims, and nor can it be given as such in the future.

Just as ‘Allamah Abu al-Hasan ‘Ali Ibn Bakr Marghinant, mercy be upon him, states in
his book al-Hidayah,
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“The principle (evidence) for those eligible for Zakah is the command of Allah Almighty;
Zakah is only for the poor & the needy. Thus, these are the eligible eight, and among
them the mu’allafah qulib - i.e. those in whose hearts was the affection of Islam - have
been revoked because Allah Almighty further increased Islam in dignity, and
dispensed them, and it is this upon which there is consensus.”

[al-Hidayah ma’ al-‘Inayah, vol 2, pg 259]

Moreover, the cancelling of their Zakah occurred during the caliphate of Sayyiduna
Abu Bakr Siddig, may Allah Almighty be pleased with him, just as it is stated in Radd
al-Muhtar,
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“This abolishment of theirs occurred in the caliphate of [Sayyiduna Aba Bakr] Siddiqg,
when Sayyiduna ‘Umar, may Allah Almighty be pleased with him, prohibited them, and
the consensus of the Blessed Companions convened upon this.”

[al-Durr al-Muhtar ma’ Radd al-Muhtar, pg 2, pg 342]
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Answered by Mufti Qasim Zia al-Qadri
Translated by Haider Ali



