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Can one accept a loan if it was paid back using money from gambling?

ATU\ d}&)é&em‘JbM\}aﬁ)w\
QUESTION:

What do the scholars of the Din and muftis of the Sacred Law state regarding
the following issue: | borrowed someone some money, and so he returned
me the payment from some money he had won from gambling. Is it
permissible for me to accept this money?

Questioner: Abdullah from England
ANSWER:
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If one knows that the wealth being given from gambling is, in essence, Haram
wealth, then it is not permissible to accept this, therefore one should ask said
person for a Halal source of payment. Just as Imam Muhammad, upon whom be
mercy, states that unless a person doesn’t come to know that the wealth being
given to them is, in essence, Haram, and it is not mixed [with other wealth which
is Halal], or it has not changed [ownership] from some other wealth!, then
accepting it is impermissible, otherwise it is permissible.

Just as it is stated in Fatawa Hindiyyah,
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“Scholars have differed over taking a wage, etc from a king, sultan, etc; some have said it
is permissible so long as one does not come to know that it is actually haram wealth from
which he is giving from. Imam Muhammad, upon whom be mercy, states that when we

don’t know something is haram in its essence, then we will choose this opinion.”

[Fatawa Hindiyyah, vol 5, ch 2, pg 342]
Though, if a person has attained some wealth from a non-Muslim via gambling
without any form of deception whatsoever, then this wealth is Halal for such

person, and it is also permissible for one to accept such from said person.

Just as it stated in Radd al-Muhtar,

L A change in ownership causes a change in the ruling regarding that wealth i.e. Person
A gives Haram wealth to person B, and then person B gives it back to person A; this
wealth is thereby no longer Haram.
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“If a Muslim enters a non-Muslim governance in the state of safety, then there is
no problem in accepting wealth from non-Muslim harbis with their consent via any
means, because he has taken permissible wealth free from any form of deception,
thus it is halal for such Muslim. A prisoner and a free person are both the same,
up to the extent that if someone sold them a dirham in exchange for two, or sold
them carrion [dead meat] in exchange for some amount of money, or accepted
their wealth via gambling; these are all therefore halal for such Muslim.”

[Radd al-Muhtar, vol 4, pg 188]
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Answered by Mufti Qasim Zia al-Qadri
Translated by Haider Ali



