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How is it to leave Fard & Wajib actions and perform Mustahabb instead?

A:U‘ dﬂ)é&em‘j};}u\jdﬁm‘
QUESTION:

What do the scholars of the Din and muftis of the Sacred Law state regarding
the following issue: | have seen a few people missing out their Fard & Wajib
actions and performing Mustahabb instead - what is the Islamic rule
regarding such people?

Questioner: Nusrat from Stoke, England

ANSWER:
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Busying oneself in Mustahabb actions by leaving that of the Fard & Wajib kind is
foolish, silly, ignorance, not using one’s brain and entangling oneself in deception,
and such voluntary deeds are not accepted until one still has Fard & Wajib actions
left to perform.



Just as the great Shaykh, the helper of mankind & spirits, the great guide & helper,
Muht al-Din, abt Muhammad ‘Abd al-Qadir al-Jilant, may Allah Almighty may be
pleased with him, writes in his blessed book - the sacred Futth al-Ghayb - that
until one is not free from Fard actions, thenitis foolish and ill-advise to busy oneself
in Sunnah. So, until one’s Fard acts have not yet been completed, it is thereby
ignorance and foolish to become occupied in Sunnah actions, just as he states,
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“So, if someone engages themselves in Sunnah & Nafl before [the responsibility
of] Fard i.e. if one actually became preoccupied with Sunnah & Nafl before [fulfilling
the duty of] Fard, then they will not be accepted?, rather one will face disgrace &
shame. The respected scholars mention that performing Nafl actions and leaving
out Fard is like a debtor gifting his creditor but not fulfilling his debt, thereby this
gift being rendered invalid. It has also been said that whoever believes that Nafl
has more presence as compared to Fard is deluded. It has also been mentioned
that two things destroy people; frittering away one’s Fard actions by engaging
oneself in voluntary worship and acting upon something whilst not actually wanting
to do so wholeheartedly in the first place.”

He also further goes on to state,
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“Such as a person who offers salah - Allah Almighty will not accept his voluntary
acts of worship until he has fulfilled his Fard prayers. Therefore, until a person
offering salah does not perform his Fard, neither will his Nafl be fulfilled nor his
Fard. A second example of the one who offers salah by having prayed his Nafl but
not Fard is like a businessman wanting to gain profit without any capital, thus he

i.e. they will be pending



states the example of the one who offers salah is that of a businessman i.e. the
state of the aforementioned person offering salah is like that of a trader; he will not
gain any profit in [this manner of] business. In other words, the merchant will not
make any profit until he attains some stock; how can he gain any profit if he is not
purchasing any stock. This is the same matter for the one offering salah who is
praying Nafl; the Nafl of such person cannot be accepted without praying Fard,
because Nafl is like the profit of a businessman and Fard is like his stock.”

[Futdh al-Ghayb, section 48, pg 273-275]
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Answered by Mufti Qasim Zia al-Qadri
Translated by Haider Ali



