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Does a mother have more right over her married son or does his wife?

QUESTION:

What do the scholars of Islam and Jurists of the Sacred Law state regarding
the following issue: My mother-in-law turns my husband against me and
causes disputes amongst us, which cause issues in our relationship. So,
what is the ruling regarding my husband, in the sense of how is meant to
balance things between us, and does his mother have more right over him
ordo I?

Questioner: A sister from England
ANSWER:
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Without doubt, a married man has rights for both (his mother as well as his wife);
if he solely pursues his mother and violates the rights of his wife, then he will be
sinful. Likewise, if he only sticks to his wife and does not fulfil the rights of his
mother, then he will also still be sinful. Thus, the rights of both are wajib [binding]
for him which must be fulfilled, although, the right of the mother is more than the
wife for such person. Just as it is stated in a Hadith, whereby Umm al-Mu’minin
Siddigah, may Allah Almighty be content with her, states that,
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“I asked the Noble Prophet #, ‘What is the greatest right for a woman?’ He %

stated, ‘Her husband’s.’ | asked, ‘What is the greatest right for a man?” He %
stated, ‘His mother’s.”

[al-Mustadrak ‘ala al-Sahthayn, vol 5, pg 208, Hadith no 7326]

A’lahadrat Imam Ahmad Rida Khan, upon whom be infinite mercies, states in
Fatawa Ridawiyyah that the greatest right for a woman is of her husband’s i.e.
more than her parents. The greatest right for a man is of his mother’s i.e. his wife’s;
in fact, even his father’s right is less.

[Fatawa Ridawiyyah, vol 24, pg 390]



Yes, if one’s mother stops her son from fulfilling the rights of his wife, or tells him
not to fulfil i.e. violate her rights, then in this case, it is not permissible for him to do
& enact what she is saying, because violating the rights of one’s wife is disobeying
Allah Almighty, and it is not allowed to obey creation over the Creator i.e. Allah
Almighty.

The Holy Prophet # stated,
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“If someone commands you to do something that involves disobedience to Allah,
then do not obey such person.”
[Sunan Ibn Majah, vol 2, pg 955]

Similarly, the Noble Prophet # also stated,
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“One cannot obey creation if it means disobeying the Creator.”
[Musannaf Ibn AbT Shaybah, vol 6, pg 545]

Answered by Muftt Qasim Ziya al-Qadirt
Translated by Haider Ali



