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An Islamic point of view regarding the Coronavirus (COVID-19)
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QUESTION:

What do the scholars of Islam and Jurists of the Sacred Law state regarding
the following issue: It’s being mentioned that a person can catch an illness
from another person, and precautionary messages have now been issued in
England that one should stop shaking hands with affected patients or to
avoid approaching & meeting with them. What does Islam say regarding
this?

Questioner: Kabeer from England
ANSWER:
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The Coronavirus (COVID-19) is a disease which has spread nowadays in the same
way the disease of leprosy & plague would spread in the past. Nevertheless, in
accordance to the Hadiths, diseases & illnesses do not transfer i.e. an ill person
cannot transfer over an illness to another ill person, and this idea has been

negated, in the sense that the Noble Prophet ¥ has stated with regards to this,
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“No contagious disease is transferable.”

[Sahth al-Bukhart, Hadith no 5707]

However, it is possible for the germs from the Coronavirus to spread to another
person via intervention and then cause that person to become infected with the
Coronavirus, and this notion does not contradict Hadtth.

This is because the word mentioned in Hadith - szndﬂ\ - means an illness
transferring to another person in full i.e. the entire illness or disease of a person

transferring over to another; this it totally incorrect and this has been negated in
Hadith.

However, it can be that the germs of this disease reach another person via the air
or by some other means - with the Divine will of the Almighty Creator - and inflict
that person with this very illness. This happening does not mean the illness has
transferred over; rather, it has caused a new case of this illness due to these germs
& bacteria. Therefore, the Hadith is also correct, the understanding of modern
medical science & research as to germs being the cause of spreading illness is



also correct, and to act upon the precautionary measures which medical doctors
have advised is also correct as well.

Just as ‘Allamah Ibn Hajr writes in the commentary & explanation to this Hadith in
Fat’h al-Bart that,
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“Ibn Qutaybah states that the aura of someone who has leprosy catches intensity,
up to the extent that those who sit, talk and lie down with them for a while can
become ill. This is the reason as to why the doctors prohibit meeting a person who
has leprosy. This is why they do not prohibit, saying that illnesses & diseases
transfer; rather, because another person can be inflicted with the effect of the
illness via their aura or the air. This is why the air around him can make others ill
which they would be constantly inhaling.”

[Fat’h al-Bart, vol 10, pg 158]

The microscopes which allow one to see germs had not been invented at that time;
this is why it has been said that the air around someone who has leprosy chooses
to intensify and causes one to become ill. In today’s day & age, according to
modern medical science, germs join alongside the air and cause the air
surrounding a person inflicted with leprosy to become foul & strong. And it is
possible that these germs reach those who are sat close by and affect them with
the iliness as well; therefore, the full illness itself does not transfer in its entirety.
Rather, the germs of such disease transfer over [due to these being contagious],
and the germs become a reason of this illness becoming a new case of the
disease.

Muftt Ahmad Yar Khan Na'imi states in Mirat al-Manajith that the meaning of
illnesses & diseases transferring is incorrect. However, it is entirely possible that
the [particles of] air around an ill person be foul & strong, and a person be affected
by the foulness of the cause [i.e. the germs] of this illness from the body of
someone who already has it and become ill. It can be transferable in this meaning
& context, on the basis that it has been mentioned & stated to run away from
someone affected by leprosy. Therefore, this Hadith is not in contradiction to those
Hadtths. In short, [fully] transferring is one thing, and becoming ill by sitting next to
another ill person is another thing.

[Mir'at al-Manajih, vol 6, pg 256]



One should definitely act upon the advisory precautionary measures issued by the
NHS; therefore, there is no problem in not coming into contact with anyone with
the Coronavirus or not shaking their hands, because staying away from someone
with leprosy has also been mentioned in Hadiths as well. Just as it is actually stated
in Sahth al-Bukharf,
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“‘Run away from a person with leprosy like you [would] run away from a lion.”

[Sahth al-BukharT, Hadith no 5707]

It has been mentioned in numerous Sahih Hadiths [i.e. authentic Prophetic
narrations] similar to this that people like us with weak belief are to stay away from
such ill people inflicted with illness/disease.
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Answered by Muftt Qasim Ziya al-Qadirt
Translated by Haider Ali



