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How is it to keep the names of Angels?
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QUESTION:

What do the scholars of Islam and Jurists of the Sacred Law state regarding
the following issue: How is it to keep the names of Angels when keeping the
names of our children?

Questioner: A brother from England
ANSWER:
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Although keeping the names of children based on the names of Angels is
permissible according to Islam, however, one should avoid this as it will result in
people making a mockery out of it. For instance, they will end up saying, ‘Hide
because ‘Izra’l is here,’ etc. Hence, this can actually result in going towards the
disrespect of Angels, therefore, the straightforward general public should refrain
from this. Some scholars have regarded it as Makrih to keep the names of Angels
for children based on the blessed Hadith,
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“Do not keep the names of Angels.”

[al-T&'rkh al-Kabir, vol 5, pg 35]

And this Makrah will be ascribed to Tanzihi. However, what is correct is that
keeping the name is permissible but it is better to abstain. Moreover, one should
keep good meaningful names or the names of the Prophets & Saints whose
blessings the children would also attain as well.
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Answered by Muftt Qasim Ziya al-Qadir1
Translated by Haider Ali



