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Mahram & non-Mahram relations

& I3y Se a5 b halls a 22l
QUESTION:

What do the scholars of Islam and Jurists of the Sacred Law state regarding
the following issue: Which relations are Mahram! and which are non-
Mahram? for males and females?

Questioner: A sister from England
ANSWER:
PPREG JPEI PP
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Those relatives whom a male cannot marry are the Mahrams of a male. In other
words:

1 - Mother

2 - Daughter

3 - Sister

4 - Maternal auntie
5 - Paternal auntie
6 - Fraternal niece®
7 - Sororal niece?

The meaning of ‘mother’: paternal grandmother, maternal grandmother, paternal
great grandmother, maternal great grandmother etc regardless of the amount of
those who are present further on - they are all Mahrams, and they are all included
in ‘mother’ in the sense that they are the mother of one’s father, mother, paternal
grandfather, paternal grandmother, paternal grandfather, maternal grandfather or

! Someone whom it is unlawful to marry.
2 Someone whom it is lawful to marry.

% i.e. the daughter of one’s brother.

4 i.e. the daughter of one’s sister.



maternal grandmother. So, ‘mother’ refers to a woman whose offspring a person
comes under, be it directly® or indirectly®.

The meaning of ‘daughter’: ‘Daughter’ refers to a female who is amongst a
person’s offspring. Therefore, paternal granddaughter, paternal great
granddaughter [i.e. the daughter of one’s paternal granddaughter], maternal
granddaughter, maternal great granddaughter [i.e. the daughter of one’s maternal
granddaughter] etc regardless of however many generations are in between are
all Mahram.

The meaning of ‘sister’: A sister, regardless of whether she is a full sister i.e. from
the same mother as well as the same father; or half sister i.e. they have the same
father but different mothers, or the same mother but different fathers - they are all
Mahram.

The meaning of ‘maternal auntie’ and ‘paternal auntie’: The maternal aunties and
paternal aunties of one’s own father, mother, paternal grandfather, paternal
grandmother, maternal grandmother and so on are all in the ruling of one’s own
maternal aunties and paternal aunties. Regardless of whether they are full or half;
likewise, be they the paternal auntie of one’s maternal half auntie or the maternal
auntie of one’s paternal half auntie.

The meaning of ‘fraternal niece’ and ‘sororal niece’: Fraternal niece is the offspring
of one’s brother and sororal niece of one’s sister; their paternal granddaughters
and maternal granddaughters are also included in this as well.

Also included in this are the foster relations (due to suckling - breastfeeding), just
as it is stated in Bahar-e-Sharr'at and general books.

Just as it is stated in the Holy Qur’an,
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{Unlawful for you are your mothers, and your daughters, and your sisters, and your
father’s sisters, and your mother’s sisters, and your brother’s daughters and your sister’s

5j.e. one’s own mother.
¢ i.e. a ‘mother which involves someone in between. For example, a maternal
grandmother (mother’s mother), etc.



daughters, and your foster-mothers (who suckled you), and their daughters (your foster-
sisters), and your wife’s mothers, and your wife’s daughters (your stepdaughters) who
are under your care, (and the girls who are) born of the women with whom you had
intercourse. So then if you had no intercourse with them, it is therefore no sin for you to
marry their daughters, and (forbidden are) the wives of your own sons, and to have two
sisters together (in marriage), except what has already occurred. Indeed, Allah is Most
Forgiving, Most Merciful.}

[Sarah al-Nisa’, 23]
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Answered by Muftt Qasim Ziya al-Qadirt
Translated by Haider Ali



