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Who should one make intention of giving Salam to when finishing Salah?

& I3y Se a5 b halls a 22l
QUESTION:

What do the scholars of Islam and Jurists of the Sacred Law state regarding
the following issue: Who should one intend to give Salam to at the end of
Salah?

Questioner: Abraar from England

ANSWER:

PRESIBAS PP
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When the Imam turns towards the right hand side to give Salam, he will intend to
give Salam to the mugqtadis [i.e. the followers in Salah] who are on the right hand
side; and when turning towards the left hand side to give Salam, he will intend to
give Salam to all the muqtadis on the left hand side. Moreover, he will also intend
to give Salam to Kiraman Katibin! and those angels who have been appointed by
Allah Almighty for the purpose of protection. Likewise, a mugtadt will also intend
for the muqtadis and those angels of that particular direction in each direction of
Salam [i.e. right and left]. And if one is directly behind the Imam, then one should
intend for the Imam in both directions. And if one is a Munfarid i.e. praying Salah
alone, then one should only intend for those angels.

Just as it is stated in Bahr al-Ra&’iq,
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“Making the intention of people and the protective angels, a mugtadr is to - just like
in Takbir Tahrimah - give Salam to the right and the left actually with the Imam.
People refers to only those individuals who are alongside a person in Salah. Both
the Imam and mugqtadi will make the intention of people and angels. Yes, the
mugqtadT will also make intention of the Imam in the first Salam provided that he is
on the right hand side. And if he is on the left, then he will make the intention in the

! Kiraman Katibin are the two angels appointed by Allah Almighty to record our good and
bad deeds; the one on the right records the good deeds of a person and the one on the
left records the bad deeds.



second Salam. And if a muqgtadi is directly behind the Imam, then he will make
intention of the Imam in both Salams. A munfarid is to make intention of the
protective angels only.”

[al-Bahr al-Ra’iq Sharh Kanz al-Dagéa’iq, vol. 1, pp. 351-353]

And it is stated in Bahar-e-SharTat, ‘In turning Salam to the right, the Imam should
make the intention in addressing those mugqgtadis who are on the right; and in
Salam to the left, he should do so for those who are on the left - but he should not
make the intention for females, even if they are part of the Jama’ah [i.e.
congregation].

Also, in both Salams, he should make the intention for Kiraman Katibin and those
angels, whom Allah has appointed (for our protection), and we should not stipulate
any figure in this regard. When making Salam, then in Salam to all sides (i.e. left
and right), the mugqtadis too should make the intention of the mugtadis on that
particular side and they should make the intention for those angels as well.

They should make the intention of (Salam for) the Imam as well for the side where
the Imam is; and if the Imam is in front of him, then in both Salams, he should have
the intention of (Salam to) the Imam as well. A munfarid should make the intention
of (Salam for) those angels only.’

[Bahar-e-SharTat, vol. 1, part 3, pp. 536-537]
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Answered by Muftt Qasim Ziya al-Qadirt
Translated by Haider Ali



