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How is it to pray Salah whilst wearing a mask?
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QUESTION:

What do the scholars of Islam and Jurists of the Sacred Law state regarding
the following issue: Salah is prayed in Mosques in the U.K. whilst wearing
masks, so how is it to wear a mask whilst praying Salah?

Questioner: Abdullah from England
ANSWER:
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To cover the face in Salah W|thout a [valid] reason is Makrah Tahrimrt [severely disliked];
however, if there is a valid reason, then it is not disliked. Nowadays, wearing a mask is
included in the precautionary measures in order to protect oneself from COVID-19. The
government mandates that it is essential to act upon this for Mosques in both Muslim and
non-Muslim countries; without this, it is impossible for Mosques to remain open. Hence,
on the basis of this constraint and reason, praying Salah in a Mosque whilst wearing a
mask is permissible without [any form of] dislike whatsoever in the slightest. However,
there are countless Hadrth narrations and reports present in which it has been prohibited
to cover the mouth and nose. Just as it has been stated in Ibn Khuzaymah,
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“It is narrated from the respected Abl Hurayrah - may Allah Almighty be pleased with him
- that SadI' and a man covering his face were prohibited by the Noble Messenger .”

[Sahth Ibn Khuzaymabh, vol. 2, p. 96, Hadith no. 918]

And it is stated in Musannaf Ibn Abt Shaybah that
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“It is narrated from the respected ‘Abdullah Ibn ‘Umar - may Allah Almighty be pleased
with him - that it is Makrah [i.e. disliked] for a male to cover his mouth and nose in Salah.”

[Musannaf Ibn Abt Shaybah, vol. 2, p. 129, p. 7306]

It is stated in the Hanaft Figh book Durr Mukhtar,
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1 Allowing the garment to trail and traipse hanging down loosely from the body.



“Tying the hand with a shawl, keeping the head left uncovered [such] that any cloth is here
and there, covering the mouth and nose, coughing [i.e. bringing] up and spitting out
phlegm/clearing the throat, any minor action without a valid reason is Makrah in Salah.”

[Durr Mukhtar ma’ Radd al-Muhtar, vol. 1, p. 652]
One comes to know from this that if someone does these actions without a valid reason,
then it is disliked; whereas, if these actions are done due to a valid reason, then it is not
disliked.

And it is mentioned in Fatawa Shamni that
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“This is known as the covering & hiding of the mouth and nose, this is because it has a
similarity to the action during the worship of fire by the Majls [Zoroastrians], and it has
been narrated from Abd Sa’td that this Makrih is Tahrimi.”

[Radd al-Muhtar, vol. 1, p. 652]
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Answered by Muftt Qasim Ziya al-Qadirt
Translated by Haider Ali



