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The first Scattered sunlight will be visible at the Start of the
morning astronomical twilight when the sun is at 18 degrees
below the horizon. (H M NAUTICAL ALMANAC)
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Which Sahir timetable is correct in the U.K.?

& I3y Se a5 b halls a 22l
QUESTION:

What do the scholars of Islam and Jurists of the Sacred Law state regarding
the following issue: Why are there differences in the Sahdr timings of
Ramadan timetables for the U.K. and please can you clearly explain this
matter from the Qur’an & Sunnah, and as to which formulais correct —if you
could please shed some light on this also?

Questioner: Zaahid from England, U.K.
ANSWER:

slalls S5 o Jad 2l Gl sl S ¢ ey S A
According to the Qura’n & Sunnah, the end time for Sahdr is Subh Sadiq [i.e. true dawn)].
In the U.K. when Ramadan enters into B.Nights [i.e. when the night does not occur], so
because it is not possible to attain Subh Sadiq [dawn] due to the brightness of the nights
in such days, this is why precaution® is indeed in stopping eating and drinking a few
seconds before half of the night during such days?. However, when night does occur in
Ramadan, in other words, when it falls under normal timing [i.e. when there is no abnormal
timing in this regard], Subh Sadiqg [the break of dawn] occurs at that exact point and
moment in time when the sun is 18 degrees below the horizon in the East. One comes to
see that there are repeated observations from hundreds of years and the scholars, pious
predecessors and experts of the science of timings bear withess and are testament to this

! There has been even further precaution mentioned in Fatawa Europe - referenced in
Shams al-Anwar.

2 This half night stance (specifically in relation to abnormal days) has been mentioned by
Muslims scholars and jurists who are experts in the field of Astronomy and timekeeping
also supported by non-Muslim research - for instance; Imam Qutb al-Din al-Shirazr, Imam
‘Abd al-‘Alf al-Barjandr, the Mufti of Qazan - Imam Haran Hanafi, Dr. Shawkat ‘Udah, the
Imam of the Ahl al-Sunnah Imam Ahmad Rida Khan, Bahr al-‘Ulim Muftt Afdal Husayn, a
distinct master of textual and rational sciences ‘Allamah Muzaffar Husayn RidawTt, Imam
Muhammad Ibn ‘Abd al-Wahhab al-AndalusTt, Imam Jamal al-Din al-Mardint of al-Azhar,
HM Nautical Almanac London as well as other observatories in other countries such as
America and Jordan, Fakhr al-Din ‘Uthman al-Zayla’l, Sadr al-Shar’ah Mufti Amjad ‘Al
A’zhamt as well as the fact that this whole verdict including 18 degrees and half night is
supported by and endorsed by 18 Muslim leading scholars from around the world including
the U.K. too, as well as 10 attestations both of which include leading experts in the field of
Astronomy and timekeeping, as well as by a council of 26 Muslim scholars, and by two
Islamic worldwide organisations [one Sunni and the other not] as well, and this is all
supported by previous timetables made thirty years ago and a hundred years ago by
Muslim scholars who were experts in the field of timekeeping and Astronomy. For further
detail, please read Shams al-Anwar.



very matter, and to this day the timetables for Sahar are made on this exact same degree
in every single Muslim country to date.

Let us understand this matter from the Qur'an & Sunnah; according to the Qur’an, the end
time of Sahdr is at Subh Sadiq [true dawn]. Just as Allah Almighty has stated,

ol &5 3l G 2301 Tl G etV LAY 8T G 135005 13 5)
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{...and eat and drink until the white thread (i.e. the light of dawn) becomes distinct to you
from the black thread (i.e. the darkness of night) at dawn, then complete the fast till nightfall

(i.e. sunset)...}

According to hundreds of Tafsirs [explanatory Quranic commentaries], here white thread
refers to Subh Sadiq [true dawn] and black thread refers to night i.e. when the white thread
becomes apparent from that of the night, one is to therefore stop eating and drinking. And
now we will contemplate and ponder over the definition of Subh Kadhib and Subh Sadiq
[i.e. false dawn and true dawnl].

[al-Bagarah: 187]

Subh Kadhib [false dawn]3: Such a growing straight vertical light resembling a pillar
(from the horizon towards the sky) that becomes apparent on the Eastern edge of the sky
well before Subh Sadiq [true dawn] and it becomes dark after this. This does not spread
in terms of width horizontally, rather it increases in height vertically like [the appearance
of] a wolf’s tail, and its width is less but height more.

Subh Sadiqg [true dawn]:* Subh Sadiq refers to that scattered (arch-like and curved)
horizontal light that can be seen spread on the Eastern edge (horizon) of the sky i.e. in
the North and South, and it spreads extremely quickly towards the entire sky; this is also
known as Fajr Thant [the second dawn]. The width of this is greater and the height of it
less, and it is Haram for a fasting person to eat, drink or have intercourse at the time of
Subh Sadiq [true dawn], and if he is to do so, then the fast will therefore become invalid.

And it is mentioned in Hidayah,

"G 3 Gm ) Galial by N S el 13 sl b gl

3 Zodiacal light - this is supported by multiple and several research papers including a
journal published by Cambridge University Press, as well as numerous others.
4 Dawn.



[Hidayah, vol. 1, p. 217]

And it is stated in Durr Mukhtar with Radd al-Muhtar,

Y- e..alh) s184 &JS.E( d.\.é) <( M\ N JM\ padial) (bl sa
Y«‘Ub&ﬂ\\gguﬂbwwéﬂ)@\ Oalall 325 Mjﬁ(wie—u\ujau
» Splaieaad) J38H ¢Sl Jubainaal) Jadh ¥ Jok O 85 53 (e pnly
o 3;'«;94&)“.\.\.\ Lg.ﬂ\ Lg\ \J\LAM\ Al y\g ddba]\ Al M\ﬁ
O ) 38 plald) & Y b P 3 J.Jaﬂi...ﬁ\ 'Y CAEh Y el Gl bl
" 'M:Eaﬁuéﬁ c_u.ﬂ\ 45\

“This is such whiteness that spreads (in an arch-like and curved manner) before the rising
of the sun; it does not be long [i.e. vertical]. And the words of the Hadith of Tirmidht are
that ‘Do not let the Adhan of Bilal prevent you from your Sahar®, nor the vertical Fajr (the
light that occurs vertically from the bottom to the top), but the horizontal Fajr (the whiteness
that spreads horizontally [on the horizon]).” The Fajr Sadiq [true dawn] that is taken into
consideration is the one that spreads in an arch-like and curved manner on the horizon.
In other words, its light is to spread at the edges of the sky, not Subh Kadhib [false dawn
- Zodiacal light®] as this becomes apparent vertically in length like the tail of a wolf; after
this, darkness then pursues and follows suit in spreading over.”

[Durr Mukhtar with Radd al-Muhtar]
Hadiths regarding Subh Sadiq [true dawn]
1 - It is stated in Sunan al-Tirmidht that the Noble Messenger % has stated,

b kLAl H3EN STy (et M\yj‘d)uumes)yweﬂuxy"
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S the last meal before daybreak when fasting.

¢ Note: Many unfortunately make the mistake in assuming that because Zodiacal light can
only be best seen twice in the year, it therefore cannot refer to false dawn as per the
aforementioned Hadiths. However, the Hadiths just mention to not become mistaken by
it, this does not necessarily prove that it always be visible. The reason it cannot be seen
most of the time is due to external light pollution and moonlight. There are many other rare
phenomenon which are also clearly visible as has been noted by astronomers, such as
the Milky Way itself, red sprites, airglow/nightglow, lightning, etc. Merely saying that such
and such phenomena occurs so far away and hence cannot be seen in the Earth’s
atmosphere just simply does not hold any weight in the field of Astronomy as it would not
even be possible to see the sun, moon and stars, yet this is absolutely not the case.

One must also bear in the mind that at the time of the Noble Messenger ¥, there was more
plane land as compared to now due to ever-increasing high-rise buildings and skyscrapers
of today. Hence, there is a lot more light interference now than there could have been
during the blessed era of the Beloved Messenger .



“Do not let the Adhan of Bilal prevent you from your Sahar’, nor the vertical Fajr (the light
that occurs vertically from the bottom to the top), but the horizontal Fajr (the whiteness
that spreads horizontally [on the horizon]).”

[Sunan al-Tirmidht, Hadith no. 706]

Explanation

In this blessed Hadith, permission has been granted to eat during the Adhan of Bilal and
the vertical dawn, and the final last and end time for Sahar was regarded as Subh Sadiq
[referring to the horizontal dawn].

2 - It is stated in a Hadtth of Sunan Abt Dawad® that the Beloved Messenger # stated,
“o - [ L .Eé" 2 PP R Y- a5 © F_te- N3
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“The Adhan (call to prayer) of Bilal should not prevent you from taking your pre-dawn meal,
nor the vertical whiteness of the horizon until the whiteness spreads out horizontally on
the horizon.”

[Sunan Abt Dawid, Hadith no. 2346]

Explanation

One comes to know from this that the end time for Sahdr is not the vertically straight light
i.e. Subh Kadhib and the Adhan of Bilal, rather the final time for Sahir is the light that
spreads horizontally on the horizon.

3 - It is stated in Sunan Nasa’ that the Blessed Prophet % stated,
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“Do not be confused by the Adhan of Bilal, or by this whiteness, until dawn appears like

this’ - meaning horizontally. (One of the narrators) Abd Dawad said, ‘And he [#] spread

out his [blessed] hands by gesturing towards the right and left.™

[Sunan Nasa'l, Hadith no. 2171]

Clarification of the Hadiths

If these Hadiths were to be explained in light of the science of Astronomy of today, then it
would be said that when the sun sets in the West and then goes below the earth [Southern
hemisphere] towards the East, then before rising when it reaches 18 degrees, a horizontal
light therefore spreads from the East on the edges of the sky towards the North and South
and covers the sky in full. It has become apparent and clear from observations that this
light is in the form of an arch [curved], and its length is more but width less.

" pre-dawn meal.
8 This is also narrated by Imam Muslim in his Sahth though with different wording but
same in meaning.



And its width on the horizon is more than its length on the horizon. Even though this light
is less in amount at the start, but it increases rapidly and it seems as though this is
spreading even though the limits at each end is albeit with less light but the starting of it
becomes apparent with an arch-like [curved] appearance.® At such time, its state and
condition is as though it is a physical representation of the Quranic white thread being
clearly different from its black thread. In the initial, it may have been the case that someone
did not see clear light at 18 degrees. This happens because our eyes are not accustomed
or familiar to such observations; the eyes become accustomed and familiar after a few
days of observations, hence this light then becomes clearly visible at 18 degrees.

The scientific name [i.e. terminology] for this form of light is Astronomical twilight, even
though non-Muslim scientists have not defined this in the same manner as Muslims have,
but it is indeed this very light that is known as Astronomical twilight.

The light visible at 15 degrees

This light is also of Subh Sadiq [true dawn] which started when the sun was 18 degrees
below the horizon, for instance the closer the sun to the horizon, the lesser the degree
and the more the light. The only difference between this light and that of 18 degrees is
that this (the one of 15 degrees!®) has more light, and the light spreads across the entire
horizon straightaway. Furthermore, one does not require any form or type of [prior]
experience in order to view the 15 degree light; even an inexperienced individual will find
this on the first day. Whereas, there is a need for [prior] experience in order [to be able] to
view the 18 degree light. However, when one has found this the first time around, so then
whenever one wishes to see it, it will therefore be clearly visible. This experience is only
to accustom and familiarise the eyes which usually becomes the case within ten days.

The report of the observation team

One group of scholars who observed said that ‘initially we actually saw Subh Sadiq [true
dawn] at 15 degrees only, then after 7-10 days we noticed that this [i.e. true dawn] actually
occurs 6-7 minutes beforehand and then this gap gradually increased on a daily basis up
to the extent that by the end of the month, it was visible at exactly the same time that is in
line with the timing of 18 degrees.” Now from this clarification, it has been made apparent
that the scholars who mentioned 15 degrees was only because they had made only a few
observations. Whereas, a large amount of jurists [Muftis] and experts in the field of timing
have indeed stated that Subh Sadig [actual dawn] occurs when the sun is 18 degrees
below the horizon. This is because they observed for many days until the true reality
became clear and open. Hence, when Subh Sadiq [true dawn] has occurred before this
[15 degrees] at 18 degrees, then according to the Qur'an and Sunnah, whoever will eat or
drink until 15 degrees will not be in the state of fasting.

The statements of the experts in the science of timekeeping regarding Subh Sadiq
[true dawn] occurring at 18 degrees throughout the whole world

1 - It is stated in Sharh Chaghminr,

9 The difference can be understood as a camel hump or a triangle as has been described
by many researchers, as compared to a small hill-like shape.
10 | ijkewise, 12 or 8 for that matter.
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“One comes to know from the translation that the starting of Subh Sadiq [true dawn] and
the end of dusk is at that exact point and moment in time when the sun is 18 degrees
below the horizon.”

[Sharh Chaghmini, p. 122]

2 - The Muslim scientist Abl Rayhan al-Bayrani*! writes in al-Qanan al-Mas’tdT,
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[al-Qanln al-Mas’adT, p. 4]

Explanation of the statement

Abl Rayhan al-BayrunT has actually mentioned the rule of 18 degrees for both dawn and
dusk [i.e. astronomical dawn and astronomical twilight i.e. the start time of Fajr!? and the
start time of ‘Isha] and he says in the end that some people observed this at 17 degrees;
the reason for this is because they saw this at this at 17 degrees due to this light mixing
with the previous dawn [i.e. that of 18]. Hence, those who have made a mistake by falling
short into deception from this statement of al-Bayrint and have made timetables according
to 17 degrees should re-focus, correct and rectify themselves, and they should definitely
study a short course in Arabic so that they can become capable of reading the language.
Some unfortunate individuals have gone to the extent of saying al-BayrinT meant Subh
Kadhib [false dawn] occurs at 18 degrees and Subh Sadiq [true dawn] at 17 - may God
save us and keep us protected! If TulG’ al-Fajr [the appearance of Fajr] refers to Subh
Kadhib [false dawn], then which dawn does it mean and refer to when it says Mukhtalat bi
al-awwal [mix with the first]. Now one comes to know actually from the onset that here the
aforementioned appearance and visibility of Fajr refers to Fajr Thant [the second dawn i.e.
Subh Sadiq - true dawn]. What will such people understand, comprehend and explain from
this statement of al-Bayrdnr;
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3 - Which expert of timekeeping is there who will be of the likes of my master A’lahadrat
Imam Ahmad Rida Khan - upon whom be mercies - who would set and adjust the timing
on the clock/watch by simply just looking at the alignment of sun in the day and that of the
moon and the stars in the night! He states: It is the personal observations of this servant
[referring to himself - out of humbleness], year upon year, for Subh Sadiq [true dawn] that

11 The very same Muslim scientist who calculated and determined the radius of the earth.
12 Rule: Start of Fajr = End of Sahdar (fast).



its time of commencement is always found when the sun is 18 degrees below the horizon
for every season. For Subh Kadhib [false dawn - Zodiacal light] - for which there was no
religious ruling - there has not been an opportunity to make arrangements so far. Yes, one
absolutely certainly comes to know from the observations that there is actually more than
a 15 degree difference between this and Subh Sadiq [true dawn], not 3 degrees. Without
doubt, it is stated in al-Burhan Sharh Mawahib al-Rahman, again in Shurunbulaliyah ‘ala
al-Durar, again in AbG al-Sa’tud ‘ala al-Kanz, etc;
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“The whiteness finishes near a third of the night.”
[Tanbih Dhawt al-Ahkam Hashiyah Durar al-Hukkam, vol. 1, p. 51]
[Fatawa Ridawiyyah, vol. 10, p. 621]
5 - He further states in Fatawa Ridawiyyah, ‘The invalidity and incorrectness of the 15
degree decline and the validity and correctness of the 18 degree decline is also proven
and established from that renowned occurrence [of Bulghar]*® which is mentioned in Fath
al-Qadir, al-Bahr al-Ra’iq, Durr Mukhtar, and common reliable books.’
[Fatawa Ridawiyyah, vol. 10, p. 622]
6 - Sayyidr A’lahadrat - upon whom be mercy - states in Jadd al-Mumtar,
Alai uadill Ialasil e () a8l oL 5 gaball muall elaiyd o) Gall "
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[Jadd al-Mumtar, vol. 4, p. 11]

7 - The expert of the science of Astronomy Imam al-Battanr states,

"l sl 8 e il
[Z7] al-Battant, p. 14]

8 - Timetables in U.A.E., Bahrain, Kuwait and Saudi Arabia are in fact made upon only 18
degrees. Just as it is stated in Majmu’ah al-Fatawa,
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13 There is also an objection to this which has been replied to also as well - Shams al-
Anwar.



[Majmi’ah al-Fatawa al-Shar’iyyah, vol. 1, p. 193]

9 - ‘Allamah al-Qushjr writes in his booklet,
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[Risalah fT al-Hay’ah, ch. 8]

10 - ‘Abd al-Rahman al-SasrT writes,
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[Sharh Rawdah al-Azhar]

11 - Dr. Husayn Kamal, Professor of the University of Riyad, has authored in his book,
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[Ta’yin al-Mawaqtt, p. 59]

Studying the book Shams al-Anwar for further observations, proof and evidence will be of
use and beneficial in this regard.

12 - After the observations by the dear and respected Mufti Igtidar ‘AlT Na'Timi- upon whom
be mercy - who resided in Bradford, U.K., he concluded by writing: When the sun is 18
degrees below from rising, it is therefore Subh Sadiq [true dawn].

[Tafsir Na'Tmi, part 15, vol. 15]

13 - Muftt Shams al-Huda Misbaht - may his lofty blessings continue - currently resides in
Heckmondwike, U.K. (near Dewsbury/Bradford) and has observed for 4-5 years in the
U.K., and the result that is concluded from this research is that Subh Sadiq [true dawn]
appears at that exact point and moment in time when the sun is 18 degrees below the
horizon towards the East.

14 - The 18 degree stance is also further strengthened from the following statement on
the U.K. government London website - The Royal Greenwich Observatory;

The first Scattered sunlight will be visible at the Start of the morning astronomical twilight
when the sun is at 18 degrees below the horizon. (H M NAUTICAL ALMANAC)

15 - Other than this, there are numerous Sunnt organisations especially Dawate Islami
who have a whole specific entirely dedicated department to this who research the science
of timings and Astronomy. This department i.e. The Department of Timings concluded



after observations that Subh Sadiq [true dawn] appears and becomes visible when the
sun is 18 degrees below the Eastern horizon.

16 - Other than this, all the seniors and juniors of Deobandr individuals agree on the fact
that Subh Sadiq [true dawn] occurs at exactly that moment and point in time when the sun
is 18 degrees below the horizon. This is why on their website and books such as Ma’arif
al-Sunan by Binori actually bear witness and are testament to this. Only a very small
amount of Deobandis who live in the U.K. deviate from this truth and reality.

From all of these proofs, it has become clear that Subh Sadiq [true dawn] occurs at that
exact very point and moment in time when the sun is 18 degrees below the horizon. Other
than this, countries close to the U.K. such as Morocco, Turkey and other Muslim countries
all act upon this too. In order to attain the correct timetable, one may contact the
SeekersPath Team or by accessing the U.K. government website - HM Nautical, accept
the privacy policy, search for the relevant city and select Astronomical twilight 18 degrees
and it will calculate the timings and then one will have the correct timetable available ready
to use.

[Please note: It is usually the case that when there is an objection made on a point, it is
due to misunderstanding and thereby misinterpreting the text(s) hence leading to an
incorrect conclusion as a result. And this is usually only related to one matter - does this
mean that due to one matter, this whole principle alongside its countless evidences, proofs
and observations should be rejected and abandoned? No - this is a sign of the Day of
Judgement of abandoning and criticising the previous scholars who are known as the
pious predecessors. God has bestowed a brain to mankind - inflect and intelligence - and
many times has questioned as to whether it has any intellect, intellect and sense as a
reminder, showing that human beings are meant to contemplate, ponder and investigate
regarding some matters where the brain has the limit to. As for the limit past
comprehension, this is one reason as to why Islam is Islam as this means to submit -
meaning regardless of whether something can be understood and comprehended or not*4,
it is meant to be accepted.

The true reality and fact is that the more scientific work and research is undertaken, the
more closer it becomes towards and falls in line with and in accordance to Islam - as was
stated by the crown of the jurists, Muftt Nizam al-Din Misbaht - which has been proven on
countless occasions such as in the instance of Tahnik, Miswak, the usage of honey, the
benefits of milk, etc.

Preference is given to that which has the strongest proofs, which is why in this manner all
forms of evidences are reconciled and do not contradict with each other at all whatsoever
in the slightest in any way, shape or form, even up to the extent that this principle is used
throughout Islamic principles. Furthermore, the great Imam Abd Hanifah - upon whom be
mercy - has stated that if someone finds a more authentic Hadith, then one is to leave his
stance and follow that Hadith - this is said as a challenge in the sense that he would have
used the most authentic Hadrth in the first place from the onset for his stance which shows
that a person cannot find a more authentic Hadith that opposes his school of thought - for
more detail on this, please read the booklet al-Fadl al-Mawhibi of SayyidT A’'lahadrat

14 as is the case with Mu’jizat [Prophetic miracles] by definition itself.



No Muslim is prepared to abandon centuries of texts, reports, observations, proofs and
evidence - Muslims have been commanded to follow the majority and mainstream and the
fact that it is impermissible to both act upon as well as issue Islamic legal verdicts
according to opinions that others have preference over (as mentioned in Sharh ‘Uqud
Rasm al-Mufti by ‘Allamah Ibn ‘Abidin al-Shami upon whom be mercy) and this is what
has been presented above.]
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Answered by Muftt Qasim Ziya al-Qadir1
Translated by Haider Ali



