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The body becoming impure by the touching of a dog
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QUESTION:

What do the scholars of Islam and Jurists of the Sacred Law state regarding
the following issue: Does the hand become impure by touching a dog, and
likewise do the clothes become impure by a dog grazing them?

Questioner: Kaneez Faatimah from England, U.K.
ANSWER:
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No! The hands do not become impure by the touching of a dog, and in a like
manner if a dog has brushed past the clothes, they do not become impure because
of this as only the saliva of a dog is impure. If its saliva is on the hand or clothes,
then it is essential to wash the part of the hand or clothes upon which there is saliva
- just as it is stated in Fatawa ‘Alamgir,

S 25 4h Hdan ol (i ¥ A3 5 el e 38713y il
‘When the body of a dog touches and comes into contact with a human body or
clothes, the body or clothes do not become impure as a result of this unless its
saliva is present.’
[al-Fatawa al-Hindiyyah, vol. 1, ch. 7, part 3, p. 48]
And it is stated in Bahar-e-Sharrat, ‘If a dog touches ones clothing or body - then
even if its body is wet - the body and the clothes are regarded as being pure.

However, if there is any impurity on its body, then it is a different issue; if its saliva
touches the body and clothing, then it is impure.

[Bahar-e-SharTat, vol. 1, part 2, p. 395]
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Answered by Muftt Qasim Ziya al-Qadirt
Translated by Haider Ali



